
CHANGING DRIVER BEHAVIOR
IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

MEASURE THE SPEEDING PROBLEM
We use a small radar device attached to a pole or sign that 
monitors the traffic volume and speed of cars going down 

the street. The device does not take pictures or videos; it only 
records the speed, time, and date of each car passing by the radar 
in your neighborhood. This data has already been collected for your 
neighborhood (see other side).

CATCH THE WORST SPEEDERS
Using the data collected by the speed reader radar, we 
determine what time of day when speeding is most likely 

to occur in your neighborhood. We then deploy our police officers for 
targeted enforcement at those peak times. 

Wilmington Police Chief Ralph Evangelous endorses this effort:
      We can move the speed reader radar and speed minder signs around 
to different neighborhoods and find out where the problem areas are. 
This will help us address critical safety issues while also allowing us to 
deploy our officers where and when we most need them.

USE “SPEED MINDER” SIGNS TO INFORM
In addition to enforcement, we will also 
install speed minder signs like the one 

pictured at left to remind drivers about the posted 
speed limit. Over the next few weeks, expect to see 
these temporary signs in your neighborhood.

MEASURE A SECOND TIME
After the planned program of increased 
awareness and targeted enforcement has 

been conducted, we will do a second speed study to 
see if driver behavior in your neighborhood has changed. 

REPORT RESULTS TO YOU
When data from the follow-up study is complete, we 
will report the results online. At the same time, we 

may also make recommendations as to what might be done to 
further change driver behavior. Look for this report in about 
90 days at wilmingtonnc.gov/neighborhoodtraffic

A Message from Wilmington
City Manager Sterling Cheatham

February 17, 2014

I would like to inform you 
of a new plan the City of 
Wilmington has developed 
to help address the issue of 
speeding in our residential 
neighborhoods. Speeding is 
a widespread problem with no 
easy answers and we are trying 
to do what we can with limited 
resources.

By using new technology now 
available to us, we will know 
where to send police officers to 
catch speeders without having 
to place officers in high-speed 
locations for hours at a time. Look 
to the right to see our strategies.
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A red dot indicates a small reader
device will be placed in this location.

Thank you in advance for your patience as we work together 
to address the issue of speeding in our neighborhoods.

SPEED DATA FOR LONG LEAF HILLS DRIVE
     Dates speed monitored:  May 22 – July 9 , 2013      

     Posted Speed Limit:  25 MPH

     Average # of vehicles per day: 4,527

     % vehicles going 1 to 9 MPH
     over the speed limit:  61%

      % vehicles going more than
     10 MPH over speed limit:  32%

Key finding:
Approximately 1/3 of drivers are speeding more than 10 
miles over the posted speed limit. The steps we are taking 
are designed to help address this issue.

Visit wilmingtonnc.gov/neighborhoodtraffic for more 
detailed information.


